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HE NEW AMAZING SHABBOS CLOCK!!

By Harry Rosenman

For the observant Jew, Friday,
so the old saying goes, "is a short day,"
with seemingly a million things to do to
get ready for Shabbos. This is not only
true during the winter months, when
darkness falls early and lichtbentching
comes a bit after 4 p.m., but even
during the summer months, when you
have about another four hours in which
to get ready, there sometimes never
seems to be enough time (one of the
provisions of Murphy's Law is that "the
amount of work to be done somehow
always expands to more than fill the
time available in which to do it").
Beyond this weekly game of "Beat the
Clock,” there may be as many as 13
additional such hectic afternoons a year
preceding the various Yom Tovim.

One of the big "little" jobs that most
people leave for the last minute before
Shabbos or Yom Tov is setting their
Shabbos clocks or timers, which control
such appliances as their lights, air
conditioners, the crock pot for the
cholent and, on the Yom Tovim, their
ovens or stoves, since it is forbidden by
halacha to manually turn any of these
things on and off.

In the old days, this meant actually
having a mechanical timer with a little
clock dial for each separate lamp, crock

pot, or other electrical appliance, and
having to plug these things in before
Shabbos and run around resetting them

each week - if you remembered to do
so. If you didn't want to get involved
with clocks and timers, you simply left
the lights in some rooms on all night
(and for all of the following day),
running up vyour electric bills
considerably over the years.

Eventually, the electronics industry
developed controllers, which could
centralize the time-settting functions in
one piece of equipment which would
then send on-off commands to
individual modules actually controlling
each appliance via the house wiring
system, "It was progress, of sorts,” says
Yaakov Wollner of Baltimore, the
president of AutoTime LLC, "but the
only step in the process that this
eliminated was physically running
around and setting the individual
Shabbos clocks. You still had to punch
in schedules, and those schedules
would change from week to week as
the time for sunset and sunrise would
change, and as the various Yom Tovim
came around.”

A few vears later, someone thought
to marry these controllers to a
computer program. "Instead of looking
at a hard-to-read little one- or two-line
readout on a device which locked like a

thermostat, vou could see it up on your
computer screen,” Wollner says. "With
some fancy programs, you can draw a
floor plan of your house and 'walk
through' it on screen, to click individual
lights and appliances on and off at
certain times. But you still have to take
the time to sit down each week or
month, figure out when Shabbos or
Yom Tov starts and ends and when
youre going to need lights to go on
and off and then enter the commands
to make it happen. The technology
may be slicker, but all of the work of
maintaining those schedules is still
there."

Until now.

Wollner, who learned at Ner Yisroel
in Baltimore for 13 years, while also

getting a master's degree in
mathematics from nearby Johns
Hopkins University together with

colleague Evan Willner, has combined
Torah and technology to produce
Time-it Right, a home automation
system which promises to be the last
Shabbos clock you'll ever have to set. It
marries the basic principle of
computerized control of appliances
with a perpetual Jewish calendar, a
shidduch which means that once it is
installed on your home computer, you,
the homeowner, never have to figure
out these things again. "Most people
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have trouble finding things in a dark
refrigerator. Wollner asks, "What about
the refrigerator fan? It runs when the
door is closed and goes off when the
door is opened, and most people don't
even know it's in there. Some people
will pay an electrician a lot of money to
install a bypass switch so they can get
around this on-off problem on
' Shabbos, but they have to remember to

7 throw the switch before Shabbos. My
program keeps the fan on when the
door is opened and the light off on
Shabbos and Yom Tow, so
you don't have to remember
to unscrew bulbs or throw

switches.”
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"one-size-fits-all” system. "l meet with
the homeowner for an extensive initial
review,” Wollner says, "to find out
about the family's composition, its
cooking, sleeping and leisure habits. All
of this is important information in
setting up a customized schedule, tailor
-made for that particular family in that
particular home. Babies or younger
children, for example, will go to sleep
earlier than older children, so their
lights can be made to go off earlier, or
a night light or small lamp can be left
on for them while the overhead light
goes out. On Friday nights, maybe the
family custom is to linger around the
table and sing zmiros, so their dining
room lights should stay on longer than
those of someone who doesn't. Maybe
there's a particular room in the house
where someone may want to sit and
learn during the evening, so the light in
there should be on longer. Perhaps the
lady of the house wants the light on in
her closet or above the mirror in the
bathroom while she's dressing. All of
these individual preferences can be built
into the familys Time-it Right
schedule.”
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